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SUB J : GUATEMALAN PRESIDENT SAYS CUBAN INTERVENTION IN 
BELIZE POSSIBLE 

REF: GUATEMALA 3529, BELIZE 431 

1 . IN TELEVISED PRESS CONFERENCE AUGUST 30, PRESIDENT 
LAUGERUD WAS ASKED WHETHER THE INCREASED GUERRILLA 
ACTIVITY IN NORTHERN GUATEMALA WAS DUE TO AID INSURGENTS 
WERE RECEIVING FROM CUBA IN COOPERATION WITH 

BELIZE, AND WHETHER THERE WAS ANYTHING TO RUMOR 
THAT A SECTOR OF THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT WAS INVOLVED 
WITH THE GUERRILLAS AND THIS HAD LED TO A CHANGE IN 
GOG'S POLICY OF SUPPORT FOR COOPERATIVES. 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT BY CUBAN GOVERNMENT THAT UNNAMED 
MEMBERS OF GUATEMALAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PGT) WERE 
VISITING HABANA. FOR THIS AND MANY OTHER REASONS IT 
IS UNDENIABLE, IT IS ABSOLUTELY TRUE, THAT THE 
GUERRILLAS, THE EGP, HAVE TIES WITH FIDEL CASTRO. 

(PRESIDENT DID NOT ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN EQUATION OF PGT 
AND EGP.) AS FOR THE POSSIBILITY THAT EGP ACTIVITY 
IS CONNECTED WITH THE PROBLEM OF BELIZE, PRESIDENT SAID, 

WE DON'T HAVE ANY SOLID PROOF BUT WE DO HAVE A STRONG 
SUSPICION. FOR EXAMPLE, (MINISTER OF STATE) SHOMAN AND 
LATER (PREMIER) PRICE HIMSELF SAID IN MEXICO THAT THEY 
WOULD WELCOME VOLUNTEERS FROM CUBA (SEE REFTELS). IF 
CUBA CAN SEND 15,000 MEN TO ANGOLA, IT CAN SEND TROOPS 
TO OUR TERRITORY MUCH MORE EASILY. BUT WE ARE PREPARED 
TO DEFEND OURSELVES AGAINST ENGLAND, AND WE WILL DEFEND 
OURSELVES ALSO AGAINST CUBA. 

3. AS FOR COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT, IT IS ABSOLUTELY 
FALSE, PRESIDENT SAID, THAT HE HAD WITHDRAWN ANY 
ASSISTANCE FROM THE COOPERATIVES OR CHANGED GOG'S 
POLICY TOWARD THEM. IN FACT, HE HAD ORDERED THE AIR 
FORCE TO PROVIDE REGULAR TRANSPORT SERVICE TO THE 
CAMPESINOS OF THE IXCAN AREA WHO HAVE NO OTHER COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH OUTSIDE WORLD. (IXCAN AREA IS ONE WHERE 
GUERRILLAS RUMORED TO BE ACTIVE.) WE ARE 
TAKING IN EVERYTHING THEY NEED AND TAKING THEIR 
PRODUCE OUT. IF THERE IS ANYTHING ELSE I CAN DO TO 
HELP THE COOPERATIVES, I WILL DO IT, PRESIDENT SAID. 

ANDREWS 
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